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THE  SPIRIT  OF  OUR  EARTH  has  made  only 
two  steps  on  the  path  of  life.    History  has  given 
but  two  unfinished  chapters  :  phases  of  individualism, 

LIBERTY  and  EQUALITY. 

Human  life  is  educational.  Humanity,  the  whole  of 
humankind,  is  as  one  man,  whose  law  of  life  is  growth 
and  whose  teacher  is  experience.  Only  in  this  seems 
difference  :  the  man  dies  yet  ignorant,  immature,  and 
his  works  unaccomplished  ;  Humanity  lives  to  try  new 
problems,  in  question  after  question,  experience  after 
experience,  until  the  sum  of  each  knowledge  shall  be 
complete.  The  ages  of  mankind  are  but  as  days  of  a 
single  life  :  experiences  of  nations  are  the  world's  acts. 

History  has  been  grandly  called  one  of  God's  poems. 
Be  sure  as  a  poem  it  lacks  neither  rhythm  nor  purpose, 
though  to  many  readers  the  metre  seem  but  uncouthly 
fashioned,  and  to  some  even  of  the  writers,  historians 
undertaking  to  transcribe  a  line  or  two  here  and  there, 
the  purpose  may  not  be  clear.    Our  world-life  indeed 
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is  but  an  act  of  God,  whose  thought  informs  it,  be  the 
historian  never  so  profoundly  dull. 

Human  life,  I  may  repeat,  has  as  yet  gone  through 
but  two  phases  of  its  existence  :  the  primeval  struggle 
for  individual  liberty,  the  later  endeavours  for  equality, 
still  only  for  sake  of  the  individual :  we  date  our  years 
from  the  beginning  of  the  second  world-chapter.  The 
first  is  the  period  of  barbarism  ;  the  second  is  the  era 
of  Christianity. 

The  first  of  earth 's  savage  inhabitants  cared  only  to 
be  free.  Their  ruling  spirit,  their  God,  the  ideal  they 
worshiped  was  Freedom,  each  for  himself;  they  knew 
nothing  of  the  younger  god,  Equality,  or  Equal  Right. 
Of  the  Spirit  to  proceed  from  them  the  freest,  nor  the 
wisest,  scarcely  dreamed. 

The  first  problem  set  for  the  world's  solving  was  — 
How  to  establish  freedom  without  regard  to  equal  right. 
For  there  are  two  sides  to  every  question,  two  poles  to 
every  thing,  two  extremes,  use  and  abuse  of  all  power. 
Men  seek  to  propitiate  the  true  divinity  with  offerings 
not  divine.  So  Freedom  was  first  sought  for  the  sake 
only  of  the  seeker,  not  for  its  truth.  The  world  must 
prove  all  things  before  it  shall  hold  fast  what  is  good. 

The  Freedom  of  the  world's  first  day  was  anarchy, 
the  anarchical  assertion  of  self  :  it  vindicated  only  the 
stronger.  When  the  man  would  be  free,  it  was  for  his 
own  sake  only  ;  when  what  was  called  a  nation  strove 
for  freedom,  it  still  denied  it  to  all  others.  Freedom 
was  my  God,  the  genius  of  an  individual ;  or  our  God, 
the  tutelary  deity  a  of  peculiar  people  :  the  freest  kept 
slaves.    Medes  and  Persians  overthrew  great  Babylon 
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but  to  found  new  empire  ;  Persia  overcame  the  Mecie 
only  to  contend  for  mastery  with  the  Greek  ;  Greece 
spurned  back  the  monstrous  invasion  of  Xerxes,  to  be 
free  to  play  the  lord  at  home.  The  free  "republics" 
of  Greece  were  tyrannous  oligarchies,  corporations  of 
freemen  with  masses  of  slaves  beneath.  Sparta  had  its 
helotry  and  the  crypteia  to  keep  the  helots  down  ;  and 
wisest  Athens  was  not  wiser.  Rome's  race  of  freemen 
laboured  to  enslave  the  world.  God's  chosen  few,  his 
own  peculiar  people,  bowed  also  at  that  same  heathen 
shrine  of  Self.  Jehovah  was  our  God,  who  made  the 
kings  of  the  lands  our  captives  and  bound  their  nobles 
in  fetters  of  iron.  Equal  Liberty  was  at  no  time  a  god 
of  ancient  worship  Could  it  have  been?  Outside  of 
Greece  all  was  "barbarian  ; "  outside  of  narrow  Judea 
all  was  "heathen  ; "  and  the  lowest  of  Roman  freemen 
held  not  his  distinguishing  renown  for  nought. 

The  religions  of  that  old  world  were  alike,  however 
various  their  dogmas,  however  differently  manifested. 
The  underlying  impulse  was  the  same  in  all :  all  were 
but  endeavours  (  differing  according  to  the  genius  or 
the  circumstances  of  the  people  )  toward  the  solving  of 
the  first  problem  of  human  progression,  self-assertion, 
freedom  for  myself,  the  imperfect  anarchical  freedom 
which  is  the  religion  of  egoism,  caste,  and  antagonistic 
nationalism.  Savage  with  savage,  the  strong  claiming 
freedom  to  enslave  the  less  strong  ;  a  warrior  class,  to 
rule  all  else  ;  then  priestcraft  some  time  hand  in  hand 
with  the  warrior  but  climbing  to  a  higher  power  and, 
as  in  India,  providing  for  the  perpetuation  of  slavery 
by  establishment  of  castes.    In  the  Holy  Land  of  the 
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Jews  again  there  is  caste,  the  tribe  set  apart,  the  class 
of  privilege,  the  Levitical  mandarin.  Phoenicia  was  a 
slaveholder  ;  Sparta  was  despotic.  Athens  taught  her 
sons  to  swear  upon  her  altar  to  make  their  country  yet 
greater  and  more  glorious  ;  but  only  the  citizens  were 
so  privileged  ;  the  slave  and  the  alien  shared  neither 
the  greatness  nor  the  glory.  One  scourged  the  slave  ; 
one  massacred  the  bondmen  if  become  too  numerous  ; 
one  slew  the  Amalekite  ;  one  haled  the  nations  at  her 
horses'  heels.  The  first  Brutus  could  merely  transfer 
authority  from  king  to  patrician  ;  Roman  story  within 
the  walls  is  a  tale  of  contentions  of  discontented  slaves 
and  their  imperious  lords  ;  and  vainly  Spartacus  or  the 
Gracchi  strove  to  extend  the  bounds  in  which  Roman 
freedom  was  so  haughtily  confined.  Brutus  !  thy  name 
stands  high  among  men  who  have  dared  for  freedom  ; 
O  Roman  Regulus  !  thy  patriotism  none  may  surpass  : 
yet  it  was  my  freedom,  and  my  country,  for  which  you 
dared  and  did.  Self  was  written  on  the  altar,  though 
it  stood  in  Freedom's  temple.  So  the  old  world  solved 
the  question  :  How  freedom  may  be  established  without 
care  for  equality?  It  could  not  be  so  established  :  the 
question  had  been  wrongly  put.    Freedom  is  for  all. 

And  yet  the  God  was  worshiped  in  the  idol,  though 
whom  they  so  ignorantly  and  devoutly  worshiped  had 
not  been  declared  unto  them.  There  is  truth  even  in 
the  partial  problem.  Freedom  even  for  oneself  alone 
is  so  divine.  Needs  first  that  we  call  down  the  divine 
into  our  own  souls.  Thereafter  the  spirit  which  shall 
have  become  one  with  us  may  go  forth  to  those  yet  in 
darkness.    Divine  indeed  was  the  Spirit  of  Freedom, 
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which,  burning  fervently  in  the  thick  lanterns  of  those 
untaught  souls,  lit  men's  lives  from  the  close  darkness 
of  the  tomb  of  self  to  the  beholding,  not  indeed  of  the 
horizoned  width  of  earth,  but  of  the  encircling  bound 
of  earth's  first  temple,  Country.  It  was  something  to 
step  from  the  narrowness  of  me  to  the  grandeur  of  my 
country.  The  chamber  of  self  was  enlarged,  the  prison 
of  freedom  widened  out.  It  was  the  temple  instead  of 
the  ark.  There  was  room  for  the  imprisoned  God,  yet 
still  it  was  but  a  room,  and  the  Universal  Spirit  could 
not  be  content.  However,  time  was  young.  The  child 
walks  in  leading-strings  until  its  thews  are  strung.  So 
the  free  walked  in  the  support  of  an  antagonistic  and 
selfish  patriotism  before  he  gained  strength  to  journey 
in  uprightness.  The  fire  was  for  a  while  shut  in  that 
it  might  grow  more  intense.  By  and  by  it  shall  illume 
the  world.  Then  men  scarcely  thought  about  a  world. 
What  was  the  world  to  the  Roman  ?  The  Sabine  and 
Carthage  might  be  absorbed  or  conquered.  Beyond, 
there  were  Hyperborean  forests  and  dim  realms  of  the 
unknown  hidden  in  the  fogs  of  the  surrounding  ocean. 
What  could  he  discern  in  that  bewildering  gloom,  the 
very  shape  and  bound  an  obscure  enigma  ?  But  before 
him  burned  the  sacred  fire  on  the  altar  of  patriotism, 
the  glory  shone  around  the  brows  of  her  who  sat  upon 
the  Seven  Hills  ;  he  bowed  him  down  and  worshiped 
where  the  light  appeared.  Glorious  Roman  selfishness 
—  hardly  to  be  called  selfish  so  motived,  indeed  rising 
above  self,  glorious  and  devout  selfishness  of  a  Brutus, 
of  a  Curtius,  and  of  a  Regulus  !  The  highest  spirit  of 
freedom,  whose  name  is  Unbounded  Duty,  might  well 
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smile  on  worshipers  such  as  these.  The  noble  army  of 
martyrs  for  Humanity  has  no  nobler  company  than  of 
these  who  served  truth  though  unknown.  Their  love 
of  country  was  indeed  selfish  :  even  within  it  was  the 
fatal  division  of  noble  and  debased.  Nevertheless,  as 
the  wide-spreading  oak  is  in  the  acorn,  the  sublimity 
of  duty  had  its  germ  in  Roman  deed. 

And  then  as  ever  were  men  before  their  time,  who, 
without  seeing  the  error  of  the  system  in  which  they 
lived,  made  of  their  lives  an  unconscious  protest,  and 
a  prophecy  of  a  future  to  which  their  highest  thought 
perhaps  had  never  soared.  For  the  earliest  age  has  in 
it  some  forecasting  of  the  maturest.  In  one  seed-corn 
how  many  harvests?  It  is  only  for  the  sake  of  better 
understanding  that  we  divide  and  classify.  Hid  in  the 
darkness  of  old  Rome  might  be  instincts  of  Universal 
Humanity  and  some  hope  of  a  brotherly  organization. 
Still  the  broad  characteristic  of  antique  time  was  the 
worship  of  unequal  freedom.  Exceptions,  such  as  the 
following,  alter  not  the  meaning  of  the  whole.  They 
are  of  the  protests  spoken  of  but  now. 

The  Fabii  were  of  the  liberal  party  of  the  patricians. 
Unable  to  stem  the  tide  of  patrician  oppression,  or  to 
persuade  the  Senate  to  agree  to  the  long-deferred  and 
meaned-to-be-deferred  division  of  public  lands  among 
the  plebeians  whose  blood  and  sweat  had  earned  them, 
Cseso  Fabius,  in  his  third  consulship,  on  his  returning 
from  a  victorious  campaign,  came  to  the  senate-house 
followed  by  every  member  of  his  family.  If  he  might 
not  do  justice  to  the  people,  as  the  severity  of  Roman 
law  held  him  back  from  civil  war,  he  would  no  longer 
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stay  among  the  unjust.  "Send  us  against  the  Veians," 
he  said,  "and  take  you  care  afterwards  of  yourselves  ! 
We  promise  you  to  protect  the  majesty  of  the  Roman 
name."  On  the  following  day  the  whole  family,  their 
households,  their  clients,  passed  through  the  gates  of 
Rome,  three  hundred  and  six  men,  to  give  away  their 
lives.  Within  two  years  not  one  survived,  to  beat  off 
new  foes,  or  to  show  the  plebeians  that  there  were  of 
the  patricians  some  to  count  them  as  fellow-citizens. 

Are  not  Leonidas'  Three  Hundred  of  a  like  stamp? 
Freedom  for  self,  or  for  that  larger  self,  one's  country, 
could  find  no  grander  manifestation. 

Yet  again,  that  very  grandeur,  in  these  exceptional 
positions,  helped  to  prove  the  insufficiency  of  unequal 
freedom.  It  needs  no  surer  proving.  To  that  chapter 
of  human  capability  nothing  need  be  added.  On  that 
unequal  ground  of  human  greatness  none  can  outgrow 
the  Roman  and  the  Greek.  That  heroic  story  of  the 
Maccabees  is  of  the  same  stature.  It  avails  not.  The 
ancient  empires  with  all  their  nobleness  have  perished. 
All  ancient  valour  could  not  maintain  freedom  in  one 
corner  of  the  earth.  Freedom  could  remain  only  with 
the  whole  earth  for  habitation.  The  gods  forsook  the 
nations  ;  and  in  the  wintry  depth,  when  all  was  darkly 
still,  the  God  of  human  kind  looked  down  on  a  stable 
in  which  the  poor  man's  child  was  born.  And  the  Son 
appeared,  to  make  the  Father  known.  Equality,  as  a 
mediator  for  the  slave,  to  bring,  no  favoured  race,  but 
the  whole  Gentile  world  into  the  presence  of  Liberty. 
God  is  liberty,  creative  freedom  ;  Equality  the  Christ, 
the  intercessor,  atoning  for  offence,  making  all  as  one. 
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The  first  chapter  of  human  life  was  written  out.  The 
anarch,  barbarism,  unequal  liberty,  had  reigned.  We 
rightly  date  our  years  from  the  advent  of  the  preacher 
of  human  equality. 

Not  liberty,  but  equality,  to  give  liberty  to  all,  is  the 
one  distinguishing  dogma  of  Christianity.  How  free- 
men and  slaves  when  all  are  Sons  of  God  ?  That  title 
effaces  all  distinctions.  All  are  heirs  of  the  promises. 
Who  dares  to  enslave  the  Heir?  Here  is  the  one  aim 
and  meaning  of  Christianity, —  the  one  aim  and  mean- 
ing, which  priests  and  protesting  preachers  alike  have 
missed  for  all  their  babbles  of  prevenient  grace.  The 
distinctive  character  of  a  religion  is  not  to  be  found  in 
only  some  poor  points  of  form  or  expression.  Before 
Bethlehem  God  was  born  of  a  pure  virgin  ;  in  words 
as  clear  as  Christ's  Confucius  taught  the  true  morality 
of  love.  Not  for  this  or  the  other  dogma  Christianity 
v/as  the  new  religion  ;  but  because  it  brought  to  earth 
from  heaven  the  new  faith  of  the  Equality  of  Man,  so 
becoming  the  one  great  fact  in  human  progress.  For 
a  first  step  is  not  progress  ;  the  second  is.  Man's  first 
step  was  barbaric  freedom  ;  the  second  is,  or  has  to  be 
humane  equality.  The  first  was  because  I  am  a  ///a/t, 
the  second  is  since  We  all  are  sons  of  God. 

Let  us  have  done  with  the  trivialities  arad  silly  mys- 
tifications of  a  corrupt  or  stupid  priesthood.  Our  new 
religion  is  not  a  new  set  of  pious  formulas  ;  is  not  the 
change  from  Solomon's  Temple  to  St.  Peter's  or  some 
Little  Bethel  ;  is  not  a  new  Sunday  coat  in  which  we 
may  occasionally  parade  before  the  Awful  Majesty  of 
the  Eternal.   A  new  religion  is  a  new  revelation,  a  new 
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idea  whispered  by  God  to  our  souls,  to  be  incarnated 
in  daily  fact.  It  is  a  new  link  of  the  chain  with  which 
we  are  bound  to  God,  another  round  of  the  ladder  let 
down  from  heaven  to  draw  us  up.  Our  religion  truly 
is  different  from  that  of  older  time  :  for  it  is  the  equal 
brotherhood  of  humankind.  This  is  Christianity,  this 
only.  We  are  else  no  better  than  the  heathen,  and  the 
empires  of  Christendom  will  perish  even  as  the  ancient 
empires  perished.  There  is  really  no  other  difference 
except  in  forms  between  the  Christian  and  a  Heathen. 
Old  Norse  creeds  taught  as  grandly  the  Consecration 
of  Valour  :  Mahometanism  as  firm  reliance  on  the  will 
of  God  ;  humility  (  which  is  self-negation,  often  most 
mistakenly  confounded  with  self-devotion)  was  never 
better  learned  than  by  the  Buddhist.  Let  us  not  pride 
ourselves  on  any  other  difference  between  us  and  the 
"  benighted."  For  it  is  not  by  complacently  enthroning 
ourselves  in  a  sectarian  judgment-seat,  thanking  God, 
with  Hebrew  exclusiveness,  that  we  are  not  as  those 
heathens  were,  nor  by  exaggeration  of  evils  peculiar  to 
no  age  or  race,  nor  by  illiberal  qualification  of  noblest 
deeds  as  well  enough  for  such  a  time,  nor  by  denial  of 
the  truth  or  conscience  of  antique  life,  that  we  can  in 
any  measure  inform  ourselves  of  the  true  meaning  of 
God's  early  utterances  in  the  world,  the  gospels  of  the 
years  gone  by.  In  him  men  lived  and  moved  and  had 
their  being  then  as  now.  Religious  forms  then  as  now 
were  the  human  manifestations  of  his  spirit.  No  need 
is  there  to  degrade  the  characters  of  the  ancient  and 
outworn  creeds.  Christianity  is  strong  enough  to  stand 
upon  its  own  merits,  asks  not  to  have  any  weaknesses 
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propped  by  an  unwarrantable  piling  up  of  the  opposite 
errors.  That  in  its  earlier  days  Egyptian  worship  was 
not  brutish,  but  sought  like  the  Chaldean  or  yet  older 
Cushite  to  track  the  Eternal  through  the  blue  heaven, 
by  the  shining  course  of  suns  and  stars,  nay  !  even  by 
the  trail  of  rarest  comets,  less  readily  discerned  ;  that 
Indian  philosophy,  however  wildly  monstrous  its  after 
errors,  however  deep  its  modern  degradation,  was  not 
at  one  time  ignorant  of  man's  creation,  his  duties  and 
his  immortality,  but  taught  and  in  sublimest  words  the 
emanation  from  the  Deity,  the  needs  of  purity  and  of 
holiness,  and  the  possible  return  to  the  bosom  of  the 
Father,  a  return  in  later  times  (yet  far  antecedent  to 
the  light  that  hung  over  Bethlehem  )  plainly  declared 
by  Buddha  ;  that  albeit  Judaism  was  always  intolerant, 
and  though  the  offerings,  —  not  to  be  called  worship, 
of  Phoenician  traders  were  foul  and  fierce,  the  faith  of 
Greece  could  lead  men  to  at  least  the  porch  and  garden 
of  the  diviner  beauty,  and  train  up  a  Phidias,  a  Plato, 
a  Sophocles,  and  a  Timoleon,  to  penetrate  toward  the 
innermost  sanctuary,  that  even  the  hidden  mysteries 
of  Greece  and  less  refined  Rome,  and  yet  unciphered 
secrets  of  Druidical  groves  and  circles,  were  not  mere 
veils  for  orgies  of  atheistic  licentiousness  ( however  so 
perverted  in  decadent  hours),  but  that  in  all,  ay!  in 
even  the  poorest  of  the  old  religious  forms  were  some 
words  of  God,  more  or  less  faintly  enunciated  as  they 
might  be  the  craftily  obscured  language  of  a  priestly 
paraphrase,  and  that  the  best  were  radiant  with  holier 
characters  which  we  even  in  the  more  perfect  light  of 
this  ripening  day  find  not  altogether  dim  and  cloudy  : 
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this  much  surely  may  be  acknowledged  without  fear, 
since  our  best  of  all  truth  is  but  comparative,  and  the 
diviner  less  divine  than  the  divinest  as  yet  unrevealed, 
cradled  in  the  heart  of  God.  Rather  than  accuse  the 
immaturities  of  the  growing  youth  of  Time  it  behoves 
us  to  inquire  in  what  our  manlier  energies  have  earned 
renown  ;  rather  than  upbraid  the  twilight  of  the  earth 
we  should  expose  our  own  deeds  to  the  searching  light 
of  this  advancing  day.  The  virtues  which  change  not 
with  the  alternations  of  the  world's  seasons,  nor  with 
the  progressions  of  its  years,  were  not  wanting  before 
the  Morning  Star  kissed  reverently  the  forehead  of  the 
Poor,  the  Houseless,  and  the  Weak.  The  Socratic  life 
has  not  yet  been  surpassed,  even  among  the  sects  that 
parade  their  pity  for  the  Unconverted.  Aristides  still 
is  preeminently  The  Just.  Yet  stand  as  monumental 
lessons  for  all  time  the  constancy  of  the  elder  Brutus, 
the  generous  spirit  of  the  Fabii,  the  noble  motherhood 
of  Cornelia,  the  devotion  of  her  heroic  sons.  And  be 
such  heights  uncommon  in  the  little  span  of  Greece  or 
Rome,  do  we  so  far  out-count  them  with  the  braveries 
of  nigh  two  thousand  years  ?  Our  enlightened  English 
life, —  how  transiently  it  glowed  with  faith  as  warm  as 
fired  the  patriot  of  old  Rome  or  tempered  the  steel  of 
Jewish  valour  to  become  the  sword  of  the  Lord  and  of 
Gideon  !  Our  Sidneys,  our  Drakes,  our  Gilberts,  our 
Raleighs,  and  our  Davises,  are  gathered  in  a  forgotten 
constellation  ;  and  in  another  starry  crown  the  lustres 
of  Cromwell  and  his  Peers  are  vainly  overhanging  the 
dull  downward  brow  of  England.  At  what  age  or  on 
what  altar,  in  emulation  of  the  Athenian  youth,  do  we, 
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or  English  or  American,  do  any  of  us  moderns,  swear, 
if  only  in  the  silence  of  the  heart  to  labour  to  make  our 
country  greater  and  more  glorious.  Truly  the  mouldy 
and  scarcely-read  chapters  of  heroic  story  might  seem 
to  offer  proof  that  the  world  sinks  to  decrepitude,  but 
that  echoes  of  Danton's  noble  voice  yet  thunder  from 
the  clouds,  that  Poland's  martyrs'  hymn  and  Rome's 
eternal  song  are  still  [  1869]  upheld  by  valiant  and  by 
prophetic  lives  ;  some  ray  perhaps  may  reach  us  from 
the  glorified  front  of  Milton  ;  and  John  Brown's  soul 
is  marching  on.  Nor,  unable  to  claim  preeminence  in 
actual  virtue,  are  the  unheathened  times  entitled  to  a 
negative  praise  for  avoidance  of  crime  or  vice.  Szela, 
the  Borgias,  the  Napoleons,  are  all  of  christian  growth. 
Christian  also  are  the  Dark  Ages,  the  Inquisition,  and 
the  Jesuits.  Not  therefore  do  we  underrate  the  worth 
of  Christianity,  the  new  era  beginning  with  the  advent 
of  the  Nazarene. 

Whether  we  regard  the  caste  systems  of  Egypt  or  of 
India,  the  martial  despotism  of  Persia,  the  rule  of  craft 
or  wealth  in  trading  Carthage,  or  the  class  divisions  of 
Greece  and  Rome  and  Judea,  one  plain  characteristic 
will  be  found  pervading  the  older  nations,  everywhere 
the  social  fabric  built  on  the  assumption  of  the  natural 
inequality  of  man,  the  necessary  as  divinely  appointed 
inferiority  of  certain  races.  And  this  not  only  within 
the  pale  of  the  nation,  but  universally  without.  Every 
where  was  the  same  conceit,  the  religious  dogma  of  a 
peculiar  people,  and  within  that  again  a  peculiar  race, 
each  more  or  less  assured  of  divine  establishment.  Not 
in  the  superstitious  tenets  and  observances  of  a  false 
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theology,  or  the  absence  of  a  law  of  right  and  wrong, 
not  in  any  want  of  the  higher  powers  of  humanity,  not 
in  any  difficulties  from  which  we  have  now  exemption 
in  the  way  of  a  wider  benevolence,  not  in  the  lack  of 
such  advantages  as  we  are  disposed  to  attribute  to  the 
invention  of  printing,  nor  in  any  presumed  in  efficacy 
of  human  toils  to  assure  progression,  but  in  this  single 
dogma  of  human  inequality  we  find  a  sufficing  reason 
for  the  imperfect  freedom  and  the  consequent  decline 
of  the  greatest  and  the  freest  empires  of  antiquity.  But 
when  that  first  period  closed,  Christianity  stood  forth 
with  a  distinct  assertion  of  the  divine  equality  of  man. 
Men's  rights,  partially  asserted,  ignorantly  contended 
for  upon  no  ground  except  that  common  to  both  right 
and  wrong,  the  ground  of  expedience,  of  convenience, 
fitness,  present  strength, —  these,  in  such  manner,  had 
been  urged  from  the  beginning ;  but  now  the  ground 
of  right  was  taught  as  a  religious  faith  ;  and  in  the  face 
of  a  privileged  priesthood,  in  the  face  of  the  "divine 
appointment  "  of  caste,  was  proclaimed  the  sacred  and 
indissoluble  brotherhood  of  man  through  one  common 
father,  God.  Henceforth  Freedom  had  a  place  where- 
upon to  stand.  Archimedes  could  plant  his  lever  ;  the 
world  began  to  move. 

Centuries  before  the  Christian  era  Buddha  had  put 
forth  the  same  truth,  but  it  had  never  grown.  Either 
the  concurrent  doctrines  of  poverty  and  renunciation, 
better  suited  to  Asiatic  indolence,  hindered  its  effect ; 
or  else,  perhaps,  the  doctors  of  Buddhism  were  more 
successful  than  even  the  Christian  in  persuading  their 
disciples  of  the  utter  worthlessness  of  the  present  life, 
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and  the  wisdom —  for  the  unclerical  at  least,  of  being 
content  with  only  spiritual  equality.  The  enterprising 
disposition  of  the  European  possessed  a  hardier  logic. 
Notwithstanding  the  passive  character  of  Christ,  and 
the  Apostolic  avoidance  of  interference  with  political 
systems  or  between,  the  classes  of  society  ( wherefrom 
their  teaching  has  been  haled  in  as  witness  for  slavery) 
maugre  the  reiterated  exhortation  to  "  submit  to  every 
ordinance  of  man,"  the  dogma  of  equality  remained  at 
the  root  of  the  new  faith,  to  be  carried  as  the  vital  sap 
through  all  its  branches,  toward  the  fulness  of  its  ripe 
fruit.  "Render  to  Caesar  the  things  that  are  Caesar's." 
What  then  are  they  ?  Shall  the  Son  of  God  be  a  thing 
for  Caesar  ?  When  it  was  perceived  that  all  men,  the 
enslaved  as  well  as  the  free,  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich, 
plebeian  as  well  as  the  patrician,  were  "  of  one  blood," 
the  children  of  one  common  Father,  whose  regard  saw 
only  the  human  soul,  whether  under  imperial  purple, 
or  in  the  filth  of  trampled  rags,  the  bond  of  authority, 
the  idolatry  of  caste,  was  broken.  If  the  outcast  were 
as  the  emperor  before  God,  why  should  he  not  be  the 
emperor's  equal  upon  earth  ?  Rome,  taking  her  priests 
from  the  plough,  asserted  this  equality,  so  vindicating 
the  inherent  right ;  and  the  base-born  and  the  beggar 
clomb  above  the  thrones  of  princes  :  a  teaching  not  to 
be  forgotten  when  the  priest  himself,  then  faithless  to 
the  spirit  of  his  power,  renewed  the  heathen  division 
into  castes,  the  clerkly  and  the  lay.  Then  Huss  took 
up  the  text :  all  men  if  equal  are  priests,  bearing  the 
cup  to  the  people.  Luther  followed,  urging  the  right 
of  conscience  in  spiritual  affairs.   The  Encyclopedists 
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and  Voltaire  were  echoers  cf  the  same  claim,  yet  not 
pushing  consequences  to  their  full  extent.  The  dogma 
advances,  from  thought  and  word  to  very  deed.  Men 
rise  and  trample  on  the  necks  of  kings,  proclaiming  a 
political  as  well  as  a  religious  equality.  To  the  social 
is  the  next  step  :  there  is  no  retreat.  Is  not  equality 
the  law  there  also  ?  Free-trade  springs  from  the  same 
seed  ;  and  the  reaction  against  the  hierarchal  in  force, 
Proudhonist  anarchy,  voluntaryism,  communism  ,  are 
reached.  The  world  tastes  even  of  the  worst,  though 
it  be  never  so  briefly,  to  learn  in  every  way  the  flavour 
of  equality.  What  matters  it  that  we  yet  but  experi- 
ment, that  yet  no-where  the  Christian  hope  is  realized 
even  in  outward  form  ;  that  society,  as  in  heathenest 
days,  maintains  its  old  fatal  division  of  ruler  and  ruled, 
or  of  rich  and  poor,  a  still  less  tolerable  establishment. 
What  though  in  one  or  other  of  those  decayed  empires 
may  be  found  the  types  of  our  improved  institutions  ? 
The  falsehood  of  all  that  inequality  is  not  believed  in 
as  of  old.  If  yet  we  have  not  done,  we  have  learned. 
Who  sees  not  that  the  days  of  inequality  are  numbered? 
The  world  leaps  not  from  change  to  change,  but  slowly 
and  cautiously  steps  through  long  periods  of  transition 
wherein  the  many-sided  experiment  is  tried. 

So  the  experience  of  the  past  accumulates,  and  the 
world  has  not  to  relearn  its  lesson.  So,  letter  by  letter 
the  lesson  of  equality  has  been  spelled  until  it  is  nearly 
learned.  Many  a  word  will  be  misunderstood  till  the 
whole  sentence  shall  have  been  mastered  ;  but  at  last, 
tried  in  every  way,  equality  is  recognized  as  true,  true 
not  indeed  as  the  end,  but  as  the  means,  the  ground  of 
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universal  freedom,  the  base  of  the  world-building,  the 
beginning  of  the  world's  sure  progress  ;  and,  freedom 
thenceforward  established  as  the  inalienable  birthright 
of  mankind,  the  political  lesson  of  the  New  Testament 
is  completed,  the  evening  and  the  night  fulfil  another 
day  and  again  a  new  era  dawns  on  the  insatiate  hopes, 
the  toils,  the  progression  of  Humanity. 

Equality  is  a  gain  for  the  individual.  If  not  for  the 
sake  of  others,  still  for  my  own  sake  I  should  care  to 
establish  the  equal  right  of  freedom.  Am  I  weak,  it  is 
my  protection.  Am  I  strong,  can  I  be  sure  that  there 
is  none  stronger  ?  Equality  is  the  one  only  assurance 
of  universal  freedom.  If  freedom  be  not  universal,  I 
may  be  among  the  exceptions.  Once  break  the  rule, 
who  shall  be  sure  ?  But  now,  in  the  universal  equality 
self  embraces  the  whole  world  ;  and  the  next  progress 
is  beyond  self.  Duty  succeeds  to  Right.  Right  takes 
its  place  at  the  feet  of  Duty.  It  is  for  Humanity  that 
we  are  free. 

Equality  and  Freedom  are  means,  not  ends  :  their 
true  significance  the  unchecked  opportunity  for  growth. 
There  are  yet  work  and  worth  before  us.  The  heaven 
of  the  brave  man  is  not  a  haven  of  rest.  Although  we 
establish  our  freedom  upon  an  enduring  basis,  we  win 
therefrom  no  title  to  repose,  as  if  our  initial  triumph 
had  snatched  a  millennium  from  eternity  or  ransomed 
from  traditionary  tombs  the  pleasant  garden  of  content. 
God's  angels,  Memory  and  Hope,  have  for  ever  barred 
the  paradise  of  unplucked  knowledge  ;  and  endowing 
us  with  the  wisdom  of  our  faults  and  promises  of  worth 
unknown  as  yet,  with  flaming  swords  lighting  the  path 
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of  Time,  point  to  the  Future  as  the  only  goal  of  man. 
As  one  lives  not  for  himself  alone,  but  for  his  fellows, 
so  generation  after  generation  lives  and  acts  for  those 
that  follow,  even  as  fathers  for  their  children.  Not  for 
present  enjoyment,  albeit  cheerfulness  is  indeed  a  joy, 
the  passage  of  beauty  a  delight  for  ever,  and  even  the 
torture  of  the  martyr's  wreath  of  fire  not  hindering  his 
serenity  of  soul ;  yet  not  for  enjoyment,  but  for  works 
of  future  worth,  man's  life  arises  from  the  earth  like  a 
blade  of  wheat-grass  appointed  for  the  harvest.  And 
here  we  tread  the  threshold  of  the  new  era,  the  era  of 
organization  for  the  sake  of  universal  progress,  that  the 
free  growth  of  individuals  may  be  ordered  for  a  more 
abundant  garnering.  ■  The  Christian  gospel  brings  not 
instruction  here  :  nor  need  any  marvel  thereat,  calling 
to  mind  its  aim  ( before  spoken  of ),  not  inculcation  of 
systems  of  government  ( void  of  that  as  of  lessons  in 
mechanics  or  in  finance),  nor  even  the  establishment 
of  order,  but  rather  a  breaking  down  of  such  order  as 
then  was,  the  inequality  of  caste,  and  the  abused  and 
unjust  authority  of  tyrannical  and  patriarchal  ages,  by 
assertion  of  the  right  of  the  individual,  redeeming  the 
souls  of  men  with  the  faith  that  they  were  amenable  to 
none  but  God.  All  that  fusion  or  blindest  obedience 
could  do  for  organization  the  unchristian  empires  had 
achieved.  Of  a  horde  of  slaves  the  faith  which  places 
the  lowest  man  in  immediate  relation  to  God,  the  faith 
which  is  the  source  and  the  cause  of  duty,  has  made, 
or  yet  shall  make,  a  race  of  men.  The  new  testament 
learned,  the  gospel  of  equal  freedom  once  understood, 
slavery  thenceforth  becomes  impossible,  and  a  second 
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age  of  our  world  (  whose  chief  motive  power  has  been 
this  religion  of  nearly  two  thousand  years)  completes 
its  ordered  cycle. 

The  God  of  the  world's  first  day  was  Freedom,  very 
God  however  blindly  or  unworthily  adored  :  God,  the 
Father,  the  Creator,  who,  brooding  over  the  chaos  of 
the  world's  brutality,  bade  the  light  appear  of  human 
life  :  God  whose  angel  drove  man  from  the  paradise  of 
a  bestial  content,  into  suffering  and  sin,  in  order  that 
through  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  good  and  ill 
men  might  become  godlike,  wise  and  strong  unto  their 
own  assured  salvation. 

The  God  of  the  second  day,  of  these  two  thousand 
years  called  Christian,  is  the  Word  wnich  proclaimed 
men  to  be  divine,  sons  of  God,  and  equal  brothers  on 
earth  :  so  rebuking  the  selfish  isolation  of  the  heathen 
freeman.  And  this  Word  has  not  been  peace,  but  a 
keen  sword  to  pierce  through  and  through  until  all  of 
the  bond  are  free.  The  first  law  was  only  growth  ;  our 
second  gospel  is  righteousness. 

The  God  of  the  Future,  the  motive  force  to  rule  the 
approaching  time,  the  promised  Comforter  to  come,  is 
the  Spirit  of  Wisdom,  which  is  more  than  Truth  and 
Love  and  yet  one  with  them,  the  Spirit  that  shall  bind 
together  the  whole  human  race  in  their  nations  and  in 
their  families,  the  many  sorts  of  grain  in  their  several 
sheaves,  and  all  unto  one  harvest.  This  is  the  Spirit 
proceeding  from  the  Father  and  the  Son,  the  Spirit  of 
Harmony,  which  alone  is  Peace,  which,  following  the 
knowledge  of  true  liberty  and  the  triumph  of  a  loving 
equality,  shall  touch  our  brows  with  holy  flame  when 
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the  Day  of  Pentecost  is  fully  come.  Then  will  begin 
the  third  day,  the  third  chapter  of  the  book  of  human 
life,  the  chapter  of  duty,  of  organization,  of  progress, 
the  work  of  republican  fraternity. 

Between  a  democracy  and  a  republic  is  a  difference. 
Athens  called  itself  a  democracy.  The  people  were 
"masters/'  but  did  not  rule.  There  was  liberty,  but 
not  equality.  The  inequality  of  class  distinction  was 
still  continued  as  the  normal  condition  of  society,  and 
the  liberty  was  for  the  freeman  only.  The  Athenian 
democrats  kept  slaves. 

The  little  Swiss  cantons  of  Zug  and  Uri  are,  in  the 
form  of  their  government,  pure  democracies,  but  along 
side  of  the  popular  power  runs  the  directing  influence 
of  the  priest.  Zug  and  Uri  are  "  catholic,"  and  there 
is  no  horror  of  universal  suffrage  while  the  priest  may 
rule  the  consciences  of  the  suffragists.  These  priest- 
ruled  democracies  are  theocracies  of  slaves. 

What  form  of  government  ( to  speak  now  only  of  the 
form  )  prevails  in  the  United  States  of  America  ?  Is  it 
democratic?  Is  freedom  universal,  for  the  white,  the 
red,  the  black,  the  yellow  ?  Is  that  worst  monarchy 
or  aristocracy  of  mere  Wealth  disallowed  in  this  home 
of  equal  right  ?  I  do  not  speak  of  my  own  knowledge, 
but  Theodore  Parker  told  me  *  ( is  all  now  changed  ? ) 
that,  although  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 


*  "  America  is  ruled  by  a  troop  of  men  with  nothing  but  money  and 
what  it  brings.  The  consolidated  property  of  one  eightieth  part  of  the 
population  controuls  all  the  rest."  —  Theodore  Parker's  words,  1854. 
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slaveholders  at  the  South  should  cease,  as  happily  they 
have  ceased,  to  rule  the  decisions  of  Congress,  yet  by 
means  of  wealth  one  eightieth  part  of  the  population 
can  and  does  controul  the  rest,  leaving  the  remaining 
adult  male  millions  just  the  freedom  of  changing  their 
masters  at  every  election.  America  does  not  seem  to 
be  even  a  democracy. 

A  real  democracy  is  an  assemblage  of  the  free,  where 
every  adult  has  equal  right,  equal  place,  equal  voice, 
equal  opportunity.  A  republic  is  something  more  than 
a  mere  Sv/iss  assembly  :  it  is  organization,  of  the  free. 
One  is  freedom  ;  only  the  other  is  freedom  turned  to 
account,  put  to  use.  A  real  democracy  is  a  beginning 
of  a  republic  ;  but  a  sham  democracy,  like  that  of  Uri 
or  that  of  Athens,  or — it  must  be  said  —  like  that  of 
the  United  States,  is  not  so  much  as  even  a  beginning 
of  the  republic. 

In  1848  they  proclaimed  the  "French  Republic."  It 
was  not  a  republic,  not  even  a  democracy,  for  (  saying 
nothing  here  of  the  woman  half)  real  power  was  not 
in  the  hands  of  the  enfranchised  moiety  :  the  free  men 
of  France  were  not  the  rulers  of  France  :  it  was  said 
they  chose  their  rulers.  Representatives  they  called 
them  ;  but  u  a  rose  by  any  name  would  smell  as  sweet." 
A  master  surely  is  not  less  a  master  from  being  called 
something  else. 

The  French  democracy  chose  their  representatives, 
most  of  them  traitors  to  France.  Grown  tired  of  them 
the  democracy  fell  back  upon  another  choice,  this  one 
the  worst  of  traitors,  the  vilest  knave  in  France,  not  of 
course  this  time  as  a  representative,  though  indeed  he 
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was  that.  They  hailed  His  Odorousness  with  another 
name.  Democratic  France  has  not  shown  itself  to  be 
very  republican. 

An  aristocracy  is  the  governing  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  few,  a  minority.  Nowadays  the  few  take  care 
to  exercise  it.  In  old  times  when  they  chose  a  feudal 
representative  they  found  he  was  a  master.  Latterly, 
the  English  aristocracy  have  avoided  this  folly.  They 
now  only  put  a  man  of  straw  on  the  throne —  man  or 
woman,  it  matters  not,  just  to  occupy  the  place  to  keep 
each  other  out.  The  powers  in  their  hands  they  use, 
trusting  no  deputy.  When  they  allow  the  straw  figure 
(  scarecrow,  Carlyle  calls  it )  a  voice,  it  is  only  that  the 
people  may  be  deceived  into  believing  the  Guy  alive, 
and  so  be  uncertain  who  their  real  masters  are. 

Democracy  is  the  governing  power  in  the  hands  of 
all  the  people.  Why  should  not  all  use  it  ?  Unused 
power  is  no  better  than  impotence.  Simply  to  choose 
our  masters  occasionally  is  not  freedom.  Democracy 
becomes  merely  an  idle  word  if  it  abdicates  in  favour 
of  an  aristocracy.  It  is  not  really  democracy  when  a 
"  representative"  aristocracy  rules,  however  appointed, 
chosen,  or  deputed.  American  democracy  is  not  real 
while  "one  eightieth  part  of  the  population  controuls 
all  the  rest."  And  you  cap  the  inconsistency  with  a 
mischievous  President  in  place  of  a  harmless  Guy. 

A  real  democracy,  an  assemblage  of  the  really  free, 
is  the  beginning  of  a  republic.  The  free  are  assembled 
together,  not  only  to  stand  anarchically  one  against  an- 
other, each  on  his  abstract  right,  until  a  few,  say  only 
an  eightieth  part,  combine  and  rule  ;  but  to  turn  their 
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freedom  to  its  full  account  by  organizing  their  powers 
for  the  good  of  the  whole.  Such  organization  of  the 
powers  of  all  for  the  good  of  the  whole,  a  government 
of  all,  by  ail,  for  all,  is  the  Republic.  Democracy,  if 
not  the  basis  of  this,  is  anarchy. 

Among  monarchists  and  aristocrats  are  honest  men, 
men  loving  order,  seeing  the  worth  of  organization  and 
the  necessity  of  giving  an  aim  to  power.  These  men 
become  tyrants  or  but  condone  or  consent  to  tyranny 
because  they  see  the  people  choose  the  anarchical  side 
of  democracy  instead  of  the  orderly  republican.  The 
tyrants  catch  at  such  recruits,  and  borrow  from  them 
the  words  of  laiv  and  order,  to  hurl  like  thunderbolts 
into  the  popular  camp.  We  have  too  much  deserved 
it,  we  Englishmen,  of  old  England  and  New  England 
also,  with  our  noble  individualism  and  self-assertion 
run  mad  into  all  sorts  of  empirical  wildnesses. 

Royalty,  real  kingship,  the  rule  of  him  who  worthily 
can,  even  when  the  place  is  taken  by  violence,  has  a 
good  in  it.  When  one  man  might  indeed  seem  to  stand 
by  divine  right  above  the  herd,  a  God  among  beasts, 
and  when  the  great  truth  of  human  brotherhood  was  all 
unknown,  the  king  was  needed.  Then,  as  now,  there 
was  necessity  for  association  to  obtain  power  to  force 
a  way  for  progress.  How  obtain  it  ?  The  mere  brute 
has  no  will,  but  must  be  led  or  goaded  by  the  shepherd 
or  drover.  Mere  slaves  must  be  chained  together.  So 
kings,  the  capable,  led  or  drove  or  bound  together  the 
unthinking,  unwilling  masses  ;  and  cleared  forests  and 
drained  swamps,  and  built  pyramids,  if  nothing  better. 
Law  and  order  were  in  the  hands  of  an  Alfred.  That 
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is  the  better  side  of  monarchy.  There  is  an  evil  side 
also,  for  to  every  principle  there  will  be  two  sides,  the 
better  and  the  worse. 

When  capability  passed  from  the  one  to  the  few,  the 
power  for  good  and  evil  of  course  was  there  also.  This 
is  the  "constitutional"  transition-state  of  men  halting 
between  the  opposite  poles,  monarchy  and  democracy 
(  aristocracy  being  only  monarchy  held  in  commission  ) 
the  two  principles  of  authority  and  conscience.  Great 
things  have  been  done  in  this  transition-time  by  those 
aristocracies  that  honestly  dared  to  rule  to  the  best  of 
their  ability.  The  rule  of  our  Commonwealth's  Men, 
to  speak  strictly,  was  aristocratic,  though  those  nobles 
looked  and  prepared  for  the  republic.  Freedom's  best 
lovers  might  well  prefer  the  godly  law  and  order  under 
a  Cromwell  to  the  lynch-law  of  democratic  America  or 
the  disorder  of  a  people,  English  or  American,  which 
does  not  perceive  that  true  freedom  is  but  the  ground 
of  brotherly  organization  and  that  there  is  no  freedom 
of  worth  without  equality.  Nevertheless  the  principle 
of  monarchy  or  aristocracy  being  false,  its  best  results 
can  be  but  unsatisfactory  ;  and  no  real  necessity  exists 
for  the  true  principle  of  democracy  being  abused. 

Still  only  democracy  is  insufficient.  Democracy  has 
but  one  word  on  its  banner,  "The  People  ;"  but  one 
definition,  "The  people  are  the  sole  source  of  power." 
There  is  no  aim  in  this,  no  hope  or  religion.  It  is  the 
mere  egoistical  assertion  of  universal  rights,  not  to  be 
universally  used.  Your  fathers  did  their  best  for  the 
time  they  lived,  that  sceptical  -«ip->\reenth  century  ;  but 
the  Christian  assertion  of  rights  has  done  its  work,  we 
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need  to  advance  the  programme  of  human  endeavour 
from  a  bare  statement  of  right  to  a  clear  proclamation 
of  the  consequent  duty. 

The  republican  banner  bears  on  it  a  religious  creed, 
connecting  the  passing  with  the  eternal,  giving  also  the 
aim  of  the  republican  life.  Our  European  republican 
formula,  "  God  and  the  People,"  implies  a  belief  in 
organization  of  the  people  in  order  to  do  the  will  of  God, 
the  association  of  the  whole  people,  not  under  Judge 
Lynch  or  a  Louis  Bonaparte,  nor  even  under  a  godly 
Cromwell,  but  under  God,  their  only  sovereign,  not  to 
make  believe  to  elect  occasional  masters,  but  to  enact 
the  laws  of  God  in  statutes  to  rule  the  current  life  of 
all.  A  republic  is  the  organization  of  the  democracy 
to  realize  in  daily  human  action  the  prayer  of  all  life 
to  the  Father —  "Thy  will  be  done  on  earth  !  " 

Is  there  such  organization  now  ? 

Among  the  nations  of  Europe  there  is  not.  Between 
England  and  Ireland  festers  an  unhappy  quarrel,  dis- 
organizing both.  Russia  ever  rends  the  Promethean 
heart  of  Poland.  The  Pope  and  the  Gaul  [1869]  play 
Antichrist  at  Rome.  Greece  writhes  under  the  Turk. 
Nay  !  is  it  not  enough  to  know  that  in  central  Europe 
there  is  still  an  Austria,  our  European  China,  the  type 
of  the  old  dynastic  anti-national  division  of  the  earth  ? 
In  Europe  we  are  yet  struggling  for  the  mere  establish- 
ment of  nations  as  nations,  so  that  they,  recognized  as 
individuals  of  the  human  family,  may  by  their  perfect 
independence  and  equal  freedom  be  enabled  to  begin 
their  organization.  It  is  a  time  of  war  in  Europe,  war 
against  the  arbitrary  usurpations  of  greedy  kings  and 
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unprincipled  statesmen  ;  and  until  the  sword  shall  be 
sheathed,  in  the  day  of  the  peoples'  victory,  when  the 
political  map  of  Europe  is  remade,  we  can  not  hope  to 
set  our  house  in  order. 

Political  organization  imperfect,  how  can  social  be 
otherwise  ?  What  social  organization  even  in  wealthy 
and  "practical  "  Britain,  with  her  millions  of  miserable 
poor,  and  her  hundreds  of  thousands  of  English  and  of 
Irish  exiles,  not  sent  forth  as  a  father  sends  his  sons, 
but  driven  out  like  Ishmael  into  the  wilderness  ?  What 
organization  in  France,  la  belle  France,  more  horribly 
debauched  and  depraved  than  imperial  Rome  herself, 
thirty  millions  of  souls  submitting  to  the  ruffianism  of 
a  Dutch  Napoleon  ?  And  is  the  New  World  so  much 
in  advance  of  the  Old?  What  organization  have  you 
in  this  young  Republic  of  the  United  States  ?  Is  not 
the  name  almost  a  mockery, —  one  need  not  say  since 
the  Rebellion  of  the  South,  but  so  long  as  a  Northern 
man  is  not  safe  where  the  rebellion  has  been  put  down  ? 
Are  Georgia  and  Tennessee  and  Texas  all  organized  ? 
"Wait  a  while  !  "  Are  New  York  and  Massachusetts  ? 
In  your  magnificent  Empire  City  is  not  organization 
enough  to  sweep  the  streets  after  a  snow-storm.  The 
snow  of  a  month  past  blocks  the  most  public  ways  ; 
and  daily,  for  the  month  and  more,  is  there  a  waste  of 
human  energy  and  horse-power,  enough,  fitly  ordered, 
to  have  cleansed  in  a  day  the  Augean  thoroughfares.  * 
In  this  city  of  the  Puritans  you  may  have  a  cleanliness 
which  is  next  to  godliness,  but  have  you  the  godliness  ? 


*  Exactly  true  in  1869.    Better  now  does  not  affect  the  main  question. 
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I  am  not  asking  for  the  whipping-post  or  for  a  scarlet 
letter  branded  on  a  woman's  heart ;  but  I  ask  for  some 
preventive  organization  to  give  the  offending  and  the 
outcast  at  least  a  chance  of  virtue.  What  chance  with 
your  present  ordering  of  labour  and  trade  ?  Is  labour 
ordered  for  the  benefit  of  all  ?  Our  improved  civilized 
labour-system,  here  and  the  civilized  world  through,  is 
not  one  of  supply  to  meet  demand,  but  of  not  needed 
supply  to  tempt  demand,  producers  producing  against 
each  other,  each  for  his  own  profit,  not  the  consumers' 
need,  and  pushing  each  other  into  bankruptcy,  leaving 
the  poor  to  starve.  I  beg  pardon  of  the  "  economists  " 
for  doubting  the  economy  of  all  this.  And  your  buying 
and  selling  is  what  ?  The  game  of  greedy  middlemen, 
robbing  both  sides,  in  approval  of  the  Jewish  proverb, 
"As  mortar  lieth  between  stones."  Trade  and  labour 
unorganized  are  left  absolutely  to  chance  :  or  at  most 
some  partial  protection  begged,  not  without  suspicion 
that  after  all  the  most  anarchical  "  free-trade  "  may  be 
the  correcler  principle,  and  organization  of  any  kind 
a  mistake  which  would  not  pay.  Social  organization  ? 
Ask  your  criminal  population  !  Ask  the  unfortunate 
women  of  all  Christian  streets  !  Ask  the  strangers  you 
take  into  your  families  as  helps  !  Are  you  ordered  to 
your  satisfaction  even  in  your  own  homes  ;  how  many 
of  you  ?  You  spend  more  money  upon  cold  iron,  for 
locks,  bolts,  and  fetters,  than  would  warm  the  hearts  of 
the  most  indifferent  of  your  servants  ;  more  money  on 
prisons  than  would  give  homesteads  to  the  houseless  ; 
more  money  on  inefficient  police  and  idle  punishment 
than  would  educate  the  whole  community.    You  will 
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say  that  you  are  educated.  Educated  arithmetically 
and  irreligiously,  educated  to  pick  and  steal.  You  can 
not  even  so  clothe  and  train  your  "  lower  orders  "  that 
their  indecent  rags  and  lewd  manners  shall  not  offend 
the  good  taste  of  the  elite  of  your  society.  You  carry 
the  same  anarchy  into  both  Church  and  State,  having 
your  workdays  ruled  by  elected  judges,  your  sabbaths 
by  priests  not  always  of  the  elect.  Like  your  whiskey 
bars  or  party  clubs,  your  gospel  stores  are  set  up  one 
against  another,  often  but  adventures  for  pew-rents  as 
the  clubs  are  conspiracies  for  party  and  personal  gain. 
Not  the  gift  of  the  Spirit,  but  of  the  Gab  is  sufficient 
to  make  the  priest  ;  and  John  Morrissey  is  fitly  sent  to 
Congress  by  constituents  whose  brains  are  in  their  fists. 
Your  fathers  had  some  idea  of  an  ordering  of  society. 
To  the  mark  of  their  time,  although  not  for  all  times, 
they  framed  their  loyal  constitution  for  the  defence  of 
individual  right,  a  true  Christian  equality,  whereupon 
they  based  their  Declaration  of  the  universal  right  to 
''life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness."  It  was 
an  insufficient  theory  :  for  the  real  object  of  society  is 
not  pursuit  of  happiness  but  following  righteousness  : 
not  mere  insisting  on  our  rights  but  ordering  of  duties. 
But  even  on  your  fathers'  ground,  on  the  ground  they 
cleared  for  you,  what  are  you  doing  ? 

Life  —  ay  !  in  the  Five-Points  ?  The  right  to  life  ! 
Society  does  not  protect  it,  but  does  occasionally  hang 
a  homicide,  to  maintain  the  principle.  Liberty !  Of 
the  workman,  who  under  any  name  whatever,  though 
he  have  the  ark  of  the  covenant  for  ballot-box,  is  still 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  the  slave  of  the  capitalist 
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who  employs —  I  misuse  the  word,  who  exploits  him. 
The  pursuit  of  happiness  !  Where  ?  In  the  shadow  of 
Wall-Street,  or  in  some  dancing-saloon  or  den  of  dog 
fighters  ?  Shall  we  pursue  it  there  ;  or  may  we  stop  to 
admire  a  politer  exhibition  in  the  proud  Fifth-Avenue 
palace,  whose  marble  floors  are  inlaid  with  the  sadly- 
beseeching  faces  of  the  little  children  whom  your  social 
ordering  has  murdered  ? 

Organization  !  when  you  can  not  fix  the  the  proper 
social  position  of  woman  ;  when  you  uplift  neither  the 
negro  at  the  South  nor  the  poor  slave  at  the  North  ; 
when  you  dare  not,  as  a  nation,  even  whisper  a  word 
of  encouragement  or  sympathy  to  help  the  struggling 
republicans  of  other  lands.  Most  exactly  speaking,  the 
only  social  organization  you  have  is  for  theft,  private 
and  public ;  with  some  sad  endeavour  at  a  parody  of 
organization  among  the  Mormons, —  more  earnest,  it 
must  be  said,  than  any  thing  elsewhere. 

Organization  for  the  sake  of  duty,  to  yourselves  or 
to  the  world  !  Alas  !  the  best-natured  and  most-gifted, 
who  should  therefore  be  the  most  conscientious,  keep 
from  politics,  because  their  pure  taste  is  shocked  at  the 
rowdyism,  the  corruption,  and  the  inanity,  that  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  the  Senate  chamber,  and 
in  the  presidential  chair,  represent  the  petty  disputes 
of  parties  and  misrule  this  "free  and  glorious  republic." 
Will  organization  come  while  the  best  so  abstain  from 
any  attempt  to  begin  it,  or  even  to  make  plain  what  it 
means  ?  Is  the  righteous  ruling  of  society,  the  orderly 
endeavour  to  do  God's  work  upon  earth,  only  a  matter 
of  my  taste  or  liking,  or  of  yours  ?    What !  we  preach 
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or  only  dream  of  better  days,  the  millennium  that  has 
to  come,  we  meditate  upon  a  new  religion,  and  yet  do 
not  hold  ourselves  religiously  bound  to  take  an  active 
part  toward  its  realization  ?  Sadder  than  ignorance  or 
depravity,  it  seems  to  me,  is  the  self-sufficiency  or  self 
regard,  the  cowardice  or  sloth,  or  find  whatever  other 
condemning  word  you  will,  of  that  man  or  that  woman 
whose  lips  have  been  touched  with  coal  from  the  altar 
and  who  yet  goes  not  forth  to  stand  between  the  dead 
and  the  living,  to  stay  the  plague. 

But  there  are  exceptions.  Some,  believing  it  to  be 
a  duty,  and  notwithstanding  all  distaste,  do  go  forth, 
and  —  vote  for  Butler  or  for  Grant.  For  four  years, 
or  for  two,  your  conscience  may  be  at  rest.  You  have 
deserved  well  of  your  country.  Well  done,  good  and 
faithful  servant  !  But  why  not  put  your  other  prayers 
also  into  a  ballot-box  ?  Sons  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  ! 
hide  the  religion  you  are  free  to  exercise,  and  secretly 
depute  some  pious  representative  or  president  to  pray 
for  you  until  the  next  election  !  Is  the  law-making  to 
daily  influence  your  lives,  either  to  supplement  or  to 
controvert  God's  Law,  a  less  religious  matter  than  the 
monotonous  mummery  of  your  amusing  churches  ? 

Republican  Organization  : —  I  have  said  that  as 
yet  there  is  no  such  thing.  The  early  morning  of  our 
third  day  is  yet  dark  ;  clouds  overhang  the  sepulchre. 
Only  in  one  direction,  as  seems  to  me,  may  we  see  an 
opening  rift  and  there  discern  the  colour  of  the  dawn. 
The  only  understanding  that  I  can  see  of  the  problem 
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of  the  Future  is  apparent  in  that  one  single  dogma  of 
the  European  Republican  party,  the  simple  dogma  of 

THE  DIRECT  SOVEREIGNTY  OF  THE  PEOPLE.     It  may  be 

well  to  explain  what  is  meaned  by  that. 

A  ship-load  of  emigrants  from  the  Old  World  lands 
upon  some  transatlantic  shore.  Men  and  women  are 
there,  husbands  and  wives,  brothers  and  sisters,  some 
of  both  men  and  women  with  only  the  kinship  of  faith 
and  purpose.  They  have  turned  away  from  the  tyrant 
anarchs  of  their  own  land  ;  they  have  vowed  their  lives 
against  tyranny,  whether  of  the  priest  who  would  take 
the  place  of  God  or  the  lawgiver  to  whom  God  is  not. 
Equal  one  with  another,  they  stand  on  the  new  shore 
free  to  begin  the  ordering  of  the  future.  They  may  ask 
this  man  or  this  woman,  gifted  with  power  of  eloquent 
speech,  to  express  the  thanksgiving  or  the  prayer  that 
is  common  to  all ;  this  man  or  woman,  proved  high  of 
heart  or  wise  in  counsel,  to  utter  words  of  cheerfulness 
or  of  advice.  They  may  appoint  this  other,  or  two  or 
more,  readier  than  the  rest  with  thought  and  voice  or 
pen,  methodical  and  capable  and  prompt,  to  draw  up 
a  scheme  of  laws  or  regulations  for  the  ordering  of  the 
coming  days.  Where  men  are,  there  must  be  modes 
and  stated  ways,  some  paths  determined,  to  prevent 
jostling  and  for  easier  universal  traveling.  All  these 
sayings  and  doings  are  as  service  rendered  from  equal 
to  equal,  rewarded  or  not  according  to  circumstances. 
But  when  the  hymn  and  the  common  prayer  are  done 
and  the  project  of  law  is  explained,  the  little  company 
confer  together  to  ascertain  and  then  assert  their  will. 
Children  will  be  left  out,  but  neither  man  nor  woman 
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will  be  excluded  or  excused.  This  and  that  law  will 
be  discussed,  and  adopted  or  rejected  as  the  majority 
on  each  may  decide.  On  this  law  is  a  male  majority, 
accepting  it  against  the  voices  of  the  women  ;  on  the 
next  the  women's  votes  shall  prevail  ;  on  a  third  there 
will  be  yet  a  different  sorting,  for  affirming  or  refnsal. 
When  the  code  is  proclaimed,  none  can  say  a  majority 
tyrannized  :  for  no  one  can  dissect  a  code  adopted  in 
such  a  manner.  This  is  the  direct  sovereignty  of  the 
people,  pure  democratic  government.  When,  a  little 
later,  our  emigrants  have  built  their  houses,  and  hall 
for  public  meeting,  if  they  have  escaped  from  the  old 
superstitious  separation  of  earth  and  heaven,  six  days 
for  man  and  only  part  of  the  seventh  for  God,  will  not 
their  town-hall  be  also  their  church  ?  Can  they  invent 
a  form  of  services  likely  to  be  more  acceptable  to  the 
Eternal  than  the  devout  considering  by  what  new  law 
or  what  alteration  of  old  law  they  may  help  their  lives 
to  be  yet  more  holy,  more  thoroughly  divine  or  godly  ? 
Will  not  they  naturally  deem  this  law-making  the  one 
most  important  service,  since  every  law  is  as  a  prayer 
to  the  Highest  for  better  direction,  and  for  such  help 
as  society  may  give  its  members  ?  If  they  begin  their 
lives  thus  religiously,  and  so  religiously  continue,  why 
should  the  increase  or  multiplication  of  their  commu- 
nities be  any  hinderance  to  their  course  ?  And  will  it 
appear  to  men,  or  to  women,  of  such  standing,  either  a 
righteous  or  a  wise  or  a  tolerable  thing  that  some  few, 
or  any  fraction  or  larger  portion  of  their  number,  shall 
hold  all  the  land  as  proprietors,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
rest  ;  that  some  few  or,  any  one,  shall  claim  a  right  to 
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withhold,  either  of  money  or  of  goods,  the  fair  profit 
and  wage  belonging  to  the  labourer  ;  that  some  few  or 
any  number  shall  claim  and  exercise  a  right  of  saying 
to  the  rest —  "You  shall  only  do  so  and  so.  This  you 
may  do,  and  that  you  may  not  do,  for  we  make  the  law 
and  you  will  be  better  employed  in  our  factories  and  in 
our  fields,  and  you  in  attending  to  your  households  "  ? 
Will  they  who  meet  as  equals  before  God,  in  petition 
or  for  praise,  meaning  to  make  of  each  day's  action  a 
prayer  and  a  thankful  song,  the  song  and  harmonious 
chorus  of  the  whole  congregation, —  will  they  depute 
a  perpetual  curate  to  pray  for  them,  a  representative 
to  dictate  their  laws,  a  capitalist  to  keep  back  of  their 
food  and  well-earned  worth,  or  some  untried  or  tried 
shepherd  to  lay  their  weakly  consciences  in  his  bosom 
and  to  lead  them  by  hook  or  by  crook,  they  knowing 
not  whither,  to  their  own  ruin  or  injury  of  neighbours  ? 
Whether  they  have  houses  to  build,  or  seed  to  sow,  or 
harvests  to  gather  in,  or  corn  to  grind,  or  thanksgiving 
and  rejoicing  for  work  done,  or  planning  or  preparing 
for  the  future,  will  not  they  hold  themselves  able  and 
ready,  individually  and  collectively,  for  all  occasions 
and  emergencies  ;  and  will  they  tolerate  any  privilege 
except  capacity  for  better  service,  or  ever  abandon  the 
right  of  perfect  equality,  the  loving  freedom  which  has 
place  in  that,  and  the  close  association  which  will  keep 
them  as  one  family  throughout  all  time  ? 

This  is  republican  organization.  Why  should  not  the 
several  States  of  your  Union,  of  your  "Republic,"  be 
so  ordered  ?  Do  communities  become  weaker  as  they 
increase  in  numbers  ?    Are  many  weaker  than  a  few  ? 
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"  It  is  a  mere  Utopian  Dream  !  No  such  company  of 
saints  has"  ever  been  found  together.  We  may  believe 
in  a  Communion  of  Saints,  but  certainly  not  on  earth. 
We  have  to  deal  with  things  that  are,  with  the  millions 
of  a  sophisticated  and  complicated  system,  saints  and 
sinners,  and  an  over-proportion  of  the  last." 

On  one  day,  throughout  the  extent  of  your  States 
and  Territories,  you  count  the  votes  of  the  whole  land 
for  President.  This  man,  of  whom  you  may  have  no 
real  knowledge,  shall  during  four  years  command  your 
police  and  armies,  and  sway  your  policies,  and  rule  or 
at  least  affect  your  course  at  home  and  abroad.  It  is 
not  difficult  then  to  get  the  opinion  of  the  country  on 
a  given  question.  You  can  get  it  in  one  day,  perhaps 
might  get  it  not  less  distinctly  without  the  caucuses, 
stump-oratory,  processions,  and  fireworks,  that  occupy 
so  many  weeks  or  months  before.  Would  it  be  more 
difficult  to  poll  the  whole  population  to  say  whether  or 
not  the  black  or  red  man  shall  be  subject  to  the  same 
laws  as  the  white  man  ?  Will  any  one  given  to  statistics 
calculate  the  time  lost  in  electioneering  ( not  electing, 
but  bunkum  and  blue  lights  ),  and  add  to  that  the  time 
you  will  have  to  spend  in  endeavour  to  influence  your 
representatives,  to  only  keep  them  straight !  I  guess  it 
might  be  found  to  be  even  a  longer  time  than  would 
be  required  for  the  whole  country,  time  after  time,  as 
often  as  occasion  called,  to  vote,  and  consider  before 
voting,  upon  all  the  useful  laws  which  will  get  passed 
by  Congress  during  the  reign  of  Ulysses  Grant. 

In  some  new  township,  when  they  would  mark  out 
a  road,  or  build  a  town-hall  or  a  bridge,  the  town-folk 
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meet,  take  counsel  together,  and  vote  their  will.  One 
polling-place  not  sufficient,  they  order  more.  Are  the 
gravest  national  questions  of  slavery  or  freedom,  war 
or  peace,  or  others  affecting  our  larger  dealings  within 
our  own  borders  or  toward  other  States,  less  important 
than  these  mere  local  questions ;  or  not  so  easy  to  vote 
upon  as  the  choice  of  a  representative  or  president  ? 

Your  laws  should  be  the  will  of  the  people,  the  true 
expression  of  the  popular  conscience.  Are  they  now  ? 
They  are  the  expression  of  the  will  of  the  party  which 
has  a  lease  of  power,  and  the  country  is  continually  in 
dissension  because  of  party  rule.  Why  is  there  always 
a  discontented  minority  ?  In  the  sense  existing  now 
there  would  be  no  minority  when  the  people  voted  the 
laws,  to  the  sparing  of  a  few  very  clever  philosophical 
arrangements.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  two  laws  for 
which  the  same  votes  would  be  cast.  There  would  not 
be  either  a  dominant  or  disappointed  party,  since  the 
majority  would  be  for  only  a  single  law. 

Two  things  would  be  gained  by  the  people  directly 
voting  their  own  laws.  Their  real  will  and  conscience 
would  be  -represented  and  expressed,  which  now  it  is 
not ;  and  the  habit —  say  merely  the  habit  koi  voting, 
not  secretly,  but  openly  as  a  patriotic  duty,  would  be 
a  valuable  education  for  the  popular  mind,  the  popular 
conscience  also. 

In  war-time  you  have  conscription.  You  hold  none 
excused,  not  even  a  peace-man  ( and  you  are  right )  if 
his  service  is  needed  by  the  country.  Why  excuse  in 
time  of  peace  ?  Mark  that  man  as  infamous  who  with- 
draws himself  from  the  councils  of  his  country  when 
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his  intellect  and  conscience  are  as  needful  as  a  sword 
for  the  safety  or  the  welfare  of  the  Commonwealth  ! 

But  "shall  we  have  no  governors  ?  "  No  governors, 
but  efficient  servants  and  wise  counselors.  Not  legis- 
lators, but  only  faithful  administrators  of  the  people's 
law.  Proposers  also,  those  administrators,  of  projects 
of  law,  to  be  submitted  to  the  people.  Others,  not  in 
virtue  of  any  position,  but  in  the  right  of  only  genius, 
would  be  at  liberty  to  propose  new  laws.  If  they  could 
get  a  hearing,  their  projects  also  would  be  considered 
by  the  people.  In  what  other  manner  shall  the  whole 
people  take  part  in  that  conscientious  action  which  is 
required  of  a  man  in  his  singular  and  private  conduct, 
but  which  seems  with  one  consent  to  be  ignored  when 
it  is  a  question  of  national  integrity,  not  only  the  act 
of  one  individual?  "A  Commonwealth,"  says  Milton, 
"ought  to  be  but  as  one  huge  Christian  personage,  one 
mighty  growth  and  stature  of  an  honest  man,  as  big 
and  compact  in  virtue  as  in  body  :  for  look  !  what  the 
grounds  and  causes  are  of  single  happiness  to  one  man 
the  same  ye  shall  find  them  to  a  State." 

We  need  to  put  an  end  at  once  to  the  tyranny  and 
the  charlatanry  of  politics.  We  need  to  make  religion 
practical.  Speculations  as  to  the  apartments  we  each 
may  occupy  in  heaven  do  not  concern  our  neighbours. 
But  it  concerns  us  all  how  we  worship  in  our  streets 
and  in  our  market-places,  as  well  as  in  our  homes  and 
in  our  schools.  Have  done  with  the  duality  of  life  ! 
Work  out  your  Lord's  Prayer  before  you  trouble  your 
minds  with  the  forms  of  farther  litanies  !  This  earth, 
this  earthly  tabernacle,  this  temple  of  humanity,  which 
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is  our  Father's  House,  should  be  in  deed  our  house  of 
prayer,  but  we  have  made  it  a  den  of  thieves.  Break 
the  tables  of  the  money-changers  !  remove  from  their 
seats  the  "  representatives  "  who  sell  you  as  though  you 
were  doves  !  Break  up  the  corporations  of  thieves  by 
the  organization  of  honest  folk  !  Lift  the  people  out 
of  the  mire  of  a  low  materialism  by  showing  them  the 
beauty  of  true  patriotism,  teaching  them  what  religious 
action  is  and  requiring  the  lowest  to  fulfil  his  patriotic 
duty.  Prevent  the  forging  of  naturalization-papers  or 
the  tampering  with  the  ballot-box  by  ordering  an  open 
public  manifestation  of  the  wills  of  all  classes  and  of 
all  conditions  toward  the  settlement  of  every  question 
in  which  the  public  welfare  and  the  public  conscience 
are  concerned  !  Infuse  into  your  national  body  the 
living  fire  and  vigour  of  a  man  !  Let  it  no  longer  be 
only  a  slouching,  cowardly,  indifferently  vicious  boy  ! 
The  whole  shape  and  framework  of  society  needs  new 
modeling.  Think  how  it  shall  be  designed  !  In  great 
troubles  a  convention  of  the  whole  people  is  required. 
Direct  sovereignty  of  the  people  is  only  a  permanent 
convention.  And  when  is  not  need  of  consentaneous 
action  for  the  common  weal  ? 

And  three  questions  may  then  obtain  their  solution, 
which  under  present  circumstances  you  fear  to  touch, 
the  religious  question,  the  woman  question,  and  that 
of  education.  [Yet  three  more,  labour,  trade,  money, 
wait  also  for  the  true  republic]  Men  will  no  longer 
be  ashamed  to  be  thought  religious  when  the  business 
of  all  is  organized  upon  that  basis  :  religion  recognized 
as  the  science  of  life,  politics  the  practical  application 
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of  religion.  Men  will  not  then  leave  religion  to  their 
women  and  their  babes.  Woman  will  obtain  her  place 
as  the  real  helpmate  of  man.  We  do  not  want  her  in 
the  political  arena  now  ;  we  would  not  have  her  in  the 
dirty  corners  of  chicanery  and  fraud,  into  which  even 
not  too  decent  men  are  ashamed  to  descend.  But  in 
the  new  Church  of  the  Future  the  priestess  shall  again 
stand  beside  the  priest  and  the  sybil's  voice  be  heeded 
on  the  royal  road  of  the  world's  progression.  Then  too 
the  little  children,  "of  whom  shall  be  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,"  a  heaven  upon  earth,  will  be  educated  to  the 
height  of  their  assured  destiny.  Now  you  teach  them 
ciphering,  and  a  few  phrases  to  be  got  by  rote,  then 
turn  them  into  the  desert  to  take  their  chance.  They 
recollect  only  the  arithmetic.  O  Hagar  !  why  hast  thou 
withdrawn  thyself  ?  and  the  lad  is  left  to  die.  But  let 
your  own  lives  be  religious,  and  for  those  happy  young 
ones  there  will  be  no  leaving  school.  All  life  will  be  a 
schooling,  no  forgetting  or  falling  back.  Life's  whole 
current  will  be  religious  and  educative,  bearing  all  on 
and  onward  to  the  eternal  peace  of  God. 

The  practical  outcome  of  all  I  have  so  lengthily  yet 
inefficiently  been  endeavouring  to  urge  ;  for  though  I 
do  not  expect  an  immediate  acceptance  of  our  theory, 
yet  every  earnest  speaker  asks  some  kindly  echo  of  his 
utterance.  I  have  not  spoken  for  your  amusement  or 
my  own.  Will  you  take  away  with  you  the  kernel  of 
my  discourse,  in  which  haply  there  may  be  a  chance  of 
growth  as  well  as  present  application.   Take  this  as  of 
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some  little  immediate  intention  : —  that  private  virtue, 
and  private  seeking  after  religion,  and  protests  against 
the  insufficiency  of  politics,  are  not  enough. 

Private  virtue  may  be  enough  for  children;  but  of 
men  and  women  we  demand  the  fuller  performance  of 
public  duty.  Else  they  are  but  deserters  of  the  right, 
be  they  never  so  virtuous  at  home.  And  for  the  new 
religion  for  which  earnest  souls  are  hungering,  I  dare 
say  to  you,  in  God's  name,  cower  no  longer  over  fires 
only  smouldering,  lift  your  eyes  from  the  hearthstone, 
look  abroad  and  see  !  A  new  religion  is  already  come, 
waiting  for  you  in  the  senate-house,  in  the  market  and 
the  fields.  Wisdom  crieth  in  the  streets,  calling  upon 
you  to  organize  your  work,  your  lives,  against  the  rule 
of  the  omnipresent  Anarchy.  And  from  Europe  comes 
the  agony  of  struggling  peoples,  asking  of  republicans 
in  name  a  true  republican  sympathy,  and  such  action 
as  should  follow  that.  One  heart-word  spoken  by  you 
would  rend  off  the  fetters  of  the  kings  and  enable  the 
freed  nations  to  begin  the  universal  republic.  With  us, 
with  you,  the  new  religion  is  political  organization  on 
a  religious  basis,  a  true  marriage  of  Church  and  State. 
The  first  step  toward  that  is  a  party  bound  together  by 
the  desire  to  learn  what  republicanism  really  is,  how 
to  make  that  the  law  of  the  land,  and  how  to  help  our 
brothers  throughout  the  world.  When  you  have  such 
a  party,  the  party  of  the  full  direct  sovereignty  of  the 
people,  the  party  of  the  organization  of  religious  duty, 
of  dutifulness  at  home  and  abroad,  no  matter  where, 
you  will  have  founded  the  first  Church  of  the  Future. 
Who,  in  the  New  England  of  Sir  Harry  Vane, —  who, 
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in  the  birth-place  of  old  John  Brown,  and  filled 
his  spirit  of  self-sacrifice, —  has  religions  faith  en 
to  lay  the  first  stone  ? 

I  am  only  a  stranger  among  you,  grateful  for 
hospitality.    Have  I  leave  to  ask  you  this  ? 

W.  T.  Link 
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